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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 

Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson 
Creek, its inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, 

please contact: 
Mayor Mike Bernier 

City of Dawson Creek 
P.O. Box 150, 

Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 
Phone:  250-784-3616 

Fax:  250-782-3203 
Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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British Columbia’s unemployment rate shot up to 8.1% in June as a result of job losses (–0.2%) and 
labour force expansion (+0.4%).  Employment in BC shrank by 4,100 jobs in June, putting the brakes on employment 
growth after back-to-back gains in April and May. The service sector trimmed its workforce by 4,000 jobs (–0.2%), 
accounting for almost all job losses in the province in June. Gains were made in information, culture & recreation (+8.3%), 
finance, insurance & real estate (+2.2%) and health care & social assistance (+0.9%). However, these were not enough to 
offset cuts in management & administration (–7.1%), public administration (–5.3%) and transportation & warehousing (–
4.1%). Job losses continued to plague the forestry, fishing & mining (–3.4%) and manufacturing (–1.8%) sectors, but 
offsetting gains made in agriculture (+7.5%) and construction (+0.8%) left employment in the goods sector virtually 
unchanged. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

North Coast/Nechako (–10.4%; three-month moving average), Cariboo (–9.9%) and Thompson/
Okanagan (–7.8%) posted the largest job losses. Kootenay, which had a near record low unemployment rate of 
2.5% in June 2008, saw its jobless rate climb to 8.7%. Vancouver Island/Coast has registered deeper employment cuts in 
each of the past three months, shedding 3.1% of its workers. For the time being, however, Vancouver Island/Coast has the 
lowest unemployment rate in the province at 6.6%, a position recently held by Northeast which saw employment drop 
another 5.9%. Continued job losses in Mainland/Southwest have pushed the region’s unemployment rate to 7.3%. Data 
Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue:  Issue: 09-27 July 10, 2009 

LA B O U R FO RC E   

Employment 
July 2009  

In July 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 7.8% and 6.9% in Alberta. 

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9      

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Bissette Creek Bridge - No 1310 - Near Pouce 
Coupe, Hwy 2, 11km S of the junction with Hwy 
49 

Replace the existing wooden trestle and glulam bridge 
with a 52m double lane clear span trapezoidal steel 
stringer, concrete deck bridge including a sidewalk and 
associated site works. 
LOW BID 

Ruskin Construction Ltd 
2011 PG Pulp Mill Rd, PO Box 1050 
Prince George BC V2L 4V2 
Phone: 250-563-2800 
Fax 250-563-6788 
$2,956,542 

OTHER BIDS 
Formula Pile & Bridge Cont Ltd, Prince George, 

$3,041,189 
Concreate USL Ltd, St Albert, $3,053,835 

Journal of Commerce 

BI S S E T T E  C R E E K  
B R I D G E A LT E R AT I O N S  

Construction 
July 2009  

Northern Lights College - Dawson Creek Campus  
Science building demolition work. 

LOW BID 
Jiovannini Entreprises 
PO Box 327 
Pouce Coupe BC V0C 2C0 
Phone: 604-876-8881  
$29,550 

OTHER BIDS 
Western Thermal & Demolition, Prince George, 

$35,500 
Clearview Grinding Ltd, Surrey, $37,500 

Journal of Commerce 

SC I E N C E  BU I L D I N G  
D E M O L I T I O N 

Dawson Creek 
The Owner invites tenders for Installation of 

approximately 65 meters of 200mm diameter PVC 
watermain and the installation of a 70 meter long CSP 
culvert with a 2000mm diameter complete with an outfall 
structure. 

$350,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

WAT E R M A I N  UP G R A D E 

Hwy 97 Alaska Hwy, 25km North of the City of 
Dawson Creek 

Construction of approximately 1.8 km of southbound 
passing lane on Hwy 97 in the Farmington area between 
Fort St John and Dawson Creek. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

K M  25  A L A S K A  
H I G H WAY  R OA DWO R K  

Construction is underway on an Aboriginal senior’s 
housing complex in Dawson Creek. 

The 25,000 square foot facility will feature 18 one-
bedroom units, geared towards Aboriginal seniors aged 55 
and older.  The complex, located on 17th Street, will 
feature common areas and a meeting room for residents to 
hold meetings and functions in.  There will also be three 
two-bedroom units and four three-bedroom units, a couple 
of which may be used for housing families in a crisis. 

Maloney Contractors Ltd., out of Kelowna, will 
construct the building, which was designed by Ottawa-
based Douglas Cardinal Architect Inc.  It will be built to 
LEED Gold standards for energy efficiency and 
environmental impact. 

The project is projected to cost just over $8 million. 
Northeast News 

A B O R I G I N A L  S E N I O R ’ S  
C O M P L E X 
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NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 411 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 
billion as 756,752 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $3,518 per 
hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
O I L  & GA S  SA L E 

July 2009  

The July land rights sale in British Columbia resulted in $38.3 
million in bonus bids at an average price per hectare of $675.10, bringing 
the calendar year-to-date total to $284.7 million. 

In 2008, the July sale took in just over $610 million in bonus bids 
covering 132 740 hectares, putting the year-to-date total at that time at 
$1.58 billion. The average price per hectare was $4,595. 

Key parcels in this year's July sale included seven drilling licences 
that totalled nearly $31.3 million. Bids ranged from $233 to $1,106 per 
hectare. These parcels are located in the Liard Basin, approximately 110 
kilometres northwest of Fort Nelson. 

One drilling licence in the Sundown field, 35 kilometres southwest of 
Dawson Creek brought in $2,361 per hectare for a total of nearly $4.2 
million. The per hectare figure was a high for the land sale and was 
submitted by Standard Land Company Inc. 

Records show EnCana Corporation as one of the busiest operators 
in the field over the past few years. Earlier this year, Murphy Oil 
Corporation drilled several wells at Sundown targeting the Montney 
formation. 

July 2008 $610 million 
July 2007 $40.77 million 
July 2006 $19.15 million 
July 2005 $42.19 million 
July 2004 $21.96 million 
July 2003 $26.02 million 
July 2002 $29.48 million 
July 2001 $33.9 million 
July 2000 $27.8 million 
July 1999 $2.0 million 
July 1998 $5.1 million 
July 1997 $21.0 million 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

As of July 15, 2009, there were 57 rigs drilling, 13 released and 15 
rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

A C T I V E OI L  R I G S  

Surerus Pipeline Inc., Fort St. John, advised they were awarded a 
contract by Spectra to construct approximately 92 km of 20-inch pipeline 
from the Cutbank area to the Spectra plant site in Taylor. The project is 
expected to last into early October 2009 and employ up to 450 people. 

www.energeticcity.ca  

S U R E RU S  PI P E L I N E 

http://www.energeticcity.ca
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Recreation & Leisure 
As youths trade tackles and pitches for bar-spins and kick-flips, Dawson Creek’s Parks & Recreation department strives 

to facilitate the needs of the extreme sports culture. 
Dawson Creek currently sports a modern skatepark, and Barry Raynard, director of Parks & Recreation, would like to 

build on its success to keep the users interested. 
“As we see in extreme sports, when things get boring or non-challenging, kids will start to push it to the next level,” 

said Raynard. 
He added Parks & Recreation staff have been meeting regularly with a number of local youths he calls “the extreme 

group” in order to access their needs and ensure that the “push to the next level” does not take place at the expense of 
private property. 

Many of the manoeuvres employed by extreme athletes involve jumping only or sliding across objects such as rails, 
benches and curbs.  This will often cause damage to property and be viewed as vandalism.  Raynard said this was a 
common occurrence before the extreme crowd was given a proper facility. 

The Dawson Creek Skateboard Park was created in 2004 to facilitate the large number of youths who were looking for 
an outlet for their newly developed talent.  The park’s name remains five years later, although as many, if not more bicycles 
can be seen negotiating the ramps and spines throughout the day. 

Raynard expressed a wish to improve the pedal dirt track located behind Rotary Lake.  City council recently approved a 
Natural Environment and Hazardous Conditions permit for an area slated for the track’s relocation. 

The current track has been in existence for decades but has been identified by Parks & Recreation and the users of the 
facility as being in need of an upgrade to facilitate the changing needs of the sport. 

Future projects such as expanding on the existing skatepark, creating additional bike paths around the city, or even 
developing the Bear Mountain Ski Hill for mountain bikers are also a possibility. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

E X T R E M E  SP O RT S  
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